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Director’s Deliberations
Spring was slow to arrive here in beautiful Minnesota and people were really anx-
ious for warmer weather. Many farmers were behind schedule for getting crops 
planted and I extended feeding hay to the horses this spring because the pastures 
where slow to green up. Fortunately the weather hasn’t slowed up the activities 
RAAN has been involved in; please see the highlights below. 

HIV CASES INCREASE IN 2007 The Minnesota Department of Health released 
its 2007 HIV Surveillance Report in April and they report 325 new cases of HIV/
AIDS last year. It was the highest number of new cases since the mid 1990’s. 
There are an estimated 5,950 people aware of their HIV status currently living in 
Minnesota and approximately 14% of them live in rural parts of the state. (more 
detailed stats given on the inside of newsletter) 

RED RIBBON RIDE The sixth annual Red Ribbon Ride takes place July 17-20. 
Team RAAN has people riding and crewing again this year. You can still sign up 
to ride or make a donation for one of our team members at redribbonride.org. 
RAAN is one of seven bene� ting agencies that receive money from the Ride. The 
other agencies include: The African American AIDS Task Force, Aliveness Project, 
Clair Housing, Hope House of St. Croix Valley, Minnesota AIDS Project, and Park 
House.

MN AIDS WALK The Minnesota AIDS Proj-
ect generously opened up the 2008 MN 
AIDS Walk to other AIDS Service Organi-
zations. Over a half a million dollars was 
raised and Team RAAN raised over $3,000 
that will go back to rural Minnesota. Thank 
you to all the members of Team RAAN and 
to those folks who donated money.

TRANSPORTATION COSTS
The rising cost of gasoline has a direct impact on our clients who often have 
to travel long distances to receive primary HIV medical care. Our philosophy is 
to spread the transportation reimbursement funding as equitably as possible to 
PLWH/A in greater MN. RAAN conducted an analysis of the current funding levels 
available and the projected level of need by RAAN clients. We found it would not 
be bene� cial to make any changes to the current cap and mileage rate in order to 
ensure the funds will last through the end of the 08-09 funding cycle. RAAN will 
continue to monitor the use of transportation funds and we are communicating 
with Hennepin County regarding the needs of our clients. 
Enjoy the summer!

      , Executive Director



Regional Spotlight - South West

RAAN Welcomes Diane Knust!

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Courtney Bush – SW Regional Case Manager
Greetings from Southwest Minnesota! I am pleased to report 
that the Southwest region of the Rural AIDS Action Network 
is up and running with full force. The Southwest (SW) re-
gion covers the counties of: Lac Qui Parle, Yellow Medicine, 
Lincoln, Lyon, Redwood, Pipestone, Murray, Cottonwood, 
Rock, Nobles, and Jackson.

In December of 2007, RAAN made the hard decision to close 
the of� ce in Pipestone and begin covering the SW region 
out of the Mankato of� ce. Beth Carlson, the South Central 
(Mankato) case manager, was experiencing a steady growth 
in clients and in order to best serve everyone in both regions, 
Beth and I began sharing resources to meet the needs of cli-
ents in all 20 combined counties. RAAN continues to monitor 
the needs in the South West region and will reopen a sepa-
rate of� ce if the need for services continues to increase (we 
have had 5 new intakes in 2008).

Diane M. Knust, LISW, MSW has been hired as the Clinical 
and Quality Management Coordinator at Rural AIDS Action 
Network’s (RAAN) Little Falls of� ce. She will be responsible 
for case manager supervision and the quality management 
program. 

Knust has nearly 20 years experience working in the HIV � eld 
including supervision and management of housing and em-
ployment programs for Catholic Charities, case management 
program supervision at Minnesota AIDS Project, and design-
ing training needs assessments, program development and 
curriculum development for the Midwest AIDS Training and 
Education Center (MATEC) for the past 6 years. 

JULY
4-6 North Star Gay Rodeo

12 Rochester Gay Pride Fest

18 Red Ribbon Ride

AUGUST
30 Duluth Superior Gay Pride Fest

SEPTEMBER
12-13 Mankato Gay Pride Fest

20 West Ctrl MN AIDS Walk

“We are extremely pleased that Diane has joined us at 
RAAN,” says Charles Hempeck, RAAN executive director. 
“She has been working in and around HIV for nearly as long 
as the disease has been with us and her experience and 
skills will be a huge asset to our clients.”

In the summer of 2007 she journeyed to Liberia on behalf of 
the American Refugee Committee providing training on HIV 
testing and counseling for their social services staff and de-
veloping a three-day peer education training on sensitizing 
risk for gender based violence and HIV.

Knust has rural roots growing up on a working farm in the 
middle of Nebraska. She enjoys traveling with her partner 
Carol to the North Shore of Lake Superior and quilting when 
she can � nd the time.

We have started holding regular Regional Network meetings 
in Worthington that include county workers, public health 
nurses, nurses from the locals clinics and hospitals and 
community members that work with RAAN clients. In April 
we hosted Johnny Herda-Anzaldo from the Aliveness Proj-
ect. Johnny was able to share information about their
food program for people living with HIV/AIDS.

We continue to provide services to clients such as: connect-
ing to medical care, providing transportation or reimburse-
ment, HIV screening, outreach and education, referrals and 
reducing isolation.

Additionally, RAAN continues to establish HIV care coordi-
nation with primary care physicians and HIV specialists in 
the SW.

If you have any additional questions about the SW region, 
feel free to contact me at 507.345.1011.

Rural AIDS Action Network - Board of Directors

 Barb Lyons, Chair
 Peter Lee, Treasurer 
 David Hansen, Secretary
 Charles Hempeck, Ex Of� cio

Lois Bergman 
Rob Peitzman

John Vener

Rural AIDS Action Network - Staff

Charles Hempeck, Executive Director
Chris Bernard, Business Manager

Diane Knust, Clinical/Quality Mgmt Coordntr
Cheryl Yarnott, Case Manager
Tammi Miner, Case Manager

Diane Hermes, Case Manager
Marcy Yarger, Case Manager

Judy Sarkilahti, Case Manager
Courtney Busch, Case Manager

Beth Carlson, Case Manager
Theresa Skorseth, Program Assistant



2007 Greater Minnesota HIV/AIDS Surveillance Partner Medical Clinics
RAAN currently has of� cial partner-
ships with four different clinics across 
Minnesota. The providers we work 
with in our partner clinics have had 
additional training on HIV to help en-
sure proper care of our clients. Ad-
ditionally, they work with our Medical 
Director and other Infectious Disease 
doctors when needed. RAAN truly ap-
preciates the extra time and training 
that the clinics take on to help ensure 
people living with HIV/AIDS have ac-
cess to proper medical care closer to 
where they live.

Broadway Medical Center
1527 Broadway Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-762-0399
www.broadwaymedicalcenter.com

Fairview Mesaba Clinic-Hibbing
3605 Mayfair Ave
Hibbing, MN 55746
218-262-3441
www.range.fairview.org/clinics/hibbing

Gateway Family Health Clinic
204 Lundorff Dr.
Sandstone, MN 55072
Ph. 320-245-2250
www.gatewayclinic.com

Immanuel St. Joseph’s 
Specialty Clinic
1025 Marsh Street
PO Box 8673
Mankato, MN 56002
507-625-4031
www.mayohealthsystem.org

RAAN Recognizes Our Volunteers of 2007
Liban Abdi
Mohamed Ahmed
Ojoye Akane
Michael Behl 
Michaela Bernard
Jessica Boyer
Tristina Brown
Vickie Buck
Peter Chol
Gig Cimmino
Jessica Crary
JoAnn Cross
Pam Determan
Jeanne Duranske
Sherrie Edwards
Hazel Erickson

Larry Evanson
Tricia J. Frederick
Al Glaesman
Mary Grambsch 
Maria Guererro
Karmela Hagen
Grace Haile 
David Hanson 
Michael Hargrave 
Glenn Harmon
Randi Heister
Dermi Jarso
Russell Juvrud
Don Kerkhoff
Jolene Keller
Dudley Klinga

Catherine Koppen
Kari Lipke
Linda Martin
T. Todd Masman
Sen. Frank Moe
Johanna Morrigan
Kaci Mrzak
Sue Noklby
Paul Oium
Randy Olson
Mary O’Sullivan
LeRoy Paulson
Jay Passa
Carl Peine
Bonita Prescott
Pattie Puyer

Don Quaintance
Ernest Quintanar
Cheryl Radeloff
Heidi Runyon
Karl Rydholm
Fr. Paul Schumacher
Gary Skarsted
Shelly Svec
Amy Taylor-Sundstrom
Peggy Thornton
Erik Warner
John Widmark
Al Yarnott
Chuol G. Ya

THANK YOU SO MUCH!

RAAN volunteers provide 
transportation, act as phone 
buddies for isolated clients, 
take part in special events 
such as Pride Festivals and 
health fairs, and speak on 
behalf of PLWHA and RAAN. 
If you’re interested in vol-
unteering, or want more in-
formation, contact Theresa 
Skorseth at 800-966-9735 or 
theresa@raan.org.



RAAN Recognizes Our Donors of 2007

Julia Allen
J. Allan and Bettie Anderson
Sue Ann G. Anderson
Anonymous
Jeff Bengtson
David Bjork
Jill Blashack
Linda & Tom Brandt
Carol Bulfer
Winston Calvert, MD
Rob Carlson
Jo Ann Chalgren
Sally & Tom Fauchald
Barb Fischer
David Geiger
John & Ruth Gess
Steven J. Golat
Glenn Harmon
Evan B. & Elaine M. Hazard
Art Hermes
Linda L. Koelman
Gregg Larson
Peter Lee
Jane Lien
Jane & Reed MacKenzie
Richard E Madigan

Paul W. Markwardt
Joe & Linda Martin
Beth McIver
Jay P. Meekin
Ted & Judy Meyers
Joanie Nelson
John L. Nyberg
Dorothy M. Olds
Barbara L. & Reginald D. Olson
Kenneth J. Oltman
Theresa M. Pick
Curt N. Peterson
Charles & Donna Rae Pugh
Carol Stone
John Vener, MD
David & Chris Wienke
Carol Witte

Agralite Co-op 
Alexis Bailly Vinyard Inc.
DIVA Minnesota
East Central Energy
ECM Publishers
First United Church of Christ
Grotto Foundation
HRK Foundation
Hugh J. Anderson Foundation
Itasca-Mantrap Co-op
Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation
North Star Gay Rodeo Association
Northern Psychological Services
Otto Bremer Foundation
Tastefully Simple, Inc.

INDIVIDUALS AGENCIES, CORPORATIONS & FOUNDATIONS

Many donations to RAAN are made in the memory of loved ones who lost 
their lives to AIDS. Specially remembered in 2007 were Mark Basan, Mi-
chael Branscom, Jim Chalgren, Richard Hanson, David Kraft Eckert, Mark 
McCormack, Thomas B. Olds, Jr., Neil Sandstad and Lowell U.

WE THANK YOU SO MUCH!


